
O n November 1, 2013 North Central Counties Consortium’s Workforce Investment Board 

hosted an Apprenticeship Day at the Yuba County Government Center.  Approximately 50 people 

attended the event. Staff from NCCC’s America*s Job Centers and Employment Development 

Department (EDD) were joined by NCCC WIB members to listen to presentation on the varied 

apprenticeship programs in Northern California. The purpose of the event was to share information so 

that NCCC America*s Job Center staff can better serve individuals seeking training and employment  

through appropriate referrals to apprenticeship programs. 

Diane Ravnik, the Chief of the California Department of Industrial Relations Division of Apprenticeship 

Standards kicked off the day with an overview of apprenticeship programs. 

Diane stated that the event provided “an excellent opportunity to expand on 

the collaborative efforts between the WIBs and apprenticeship programs 

envisioned in AB 554”. The Senior Consultant for this department, Don 

Merrill continued with local options and apprenticeship programs’ value as 

an earn and learn option. Jeff Armstrong, NorCal Laborers Joint 

Apprenticeship Director talked about the history of apprenticeship programs 

from the middle ages to the present, very interesting. 

Dennis Morin, Sacramento Area Electrical Apprenticeship Director; James 

Gholson, Plumbers and Pipefitters Apprenticeship Coordinator; Octavio 

Soto, Carpenters Apprenticeship Coordinator; and Edward Ritchie, 

Operating Engineers District Representative presented information on their 

individual apprenticeship programs, the length of training, expectations, some 

of the job duties and benefits of the programs. 

The day was brought to a very meaningful closure. A 

guest of the panel told the audience his apprenticeship 

story—30 years ago he was steered to an apprenticeship 

program by a staff person with the program that the 

Workforce Investment Act replaced, the Job Training 

Partnership Act (JTPA). It was very moving for staff to 

hear this great success story that shows the past 

collaboration apprenticeship and workforce programs 

have had. It is NCCC’s goal that this collaboration will 

continue to move forward to best serve job seekers in 

our area.  

Special thanks to John Fleming for his help in securing and setting up the meeting site. 

North Central Counties Apprenticeship Day 

November 1, 2013 


